To the Editor:

Since 2005, longer-term (chronic) homelessness in the U.S. has declined almost 50%. This decrease is attributable in part to bi-partisan Congressional efforts to invest in supportive housing.
Inexplicably, however, federal programs used to bolster supportive housing and save money are now under attack, compromising the momentum.

This issue affects all communities, not just urban centers.

The threat is the proposed federal budget passed by the US House of Representatives that reduces money for Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

HUD funding is slashed $769 million in the House’s bill. This would mean no new funds for housing the chronically homeless; the permanent loss of 40,000 housing vouchers; and drastic cuts in money to rehabilitate existing affordable rental housing. 

The Senate’s budget version, while not perfect, is better than the House effort. It avoids draconian reductions but fails to restore housing vouchers. 

Congress has not passed an acceptable HUD spending bill and is likely to punt by authorizing a short-term continuing resolution. 

When Congress returns in September, they should focus instead on approving a FY2015 HUD budget that restores lost housing vouchers and grows supportive housing. 

Join me/us in pressing Congress to increase funding so that we can continue to reduce homelessness.
Sincerely, 
Dear Senator/ Representative:

Since 2005, longer-term (chronic) homelessness in the U.S. has declined almost 50%. This decrease is attributable in part to bi-partisan Congressional efforts to invest in supportive housing.

Inexplicably, however, federal programs used to bolster supportive housing and save money are now under attack, compromising the momentum.

This issue affects all communities, not just urban centers.

The threat is the proposed federal budget passed by the US House of Representatives that reduces money for Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

HUD funding is slashed $769 million in the House’s bill. This would mean no new funds for housing the chronically homeless; the permanent loss of 40,000 housing vouchers; and drastic cuts in money to rehabilitate existing affordable rental housing. 

The Senate’s budget version, while not perfect, is better than the House effort. It avoids draconian reductions but fails to restore housing vouchers. 

Congress has not passed an acceptable HUD spending bill and is likely to authorize a short-term continuing resolution. 

When Congress returns in September, you and your colleagues should focus instead on approving a FY2015 HUD budget that restores lost housing vouchers and grows supportive housing. 

Join me/us in supporting an increase in funding so that we can continue to reduce homelessness.

Sincerely,
Dear Senate/ House Candidate:

Since 2005, longer-term (chronic) homelessness in the U.S. has declined almost 50%. This decrease is attributable in part to bi-partisan Congressional efforts to invest in supportive housing.

Inexplicably, however, federal programs used to bolster supportive housing and save money are now under attack, compromising the momentum.

This issue affects all communities, not just urban centers.

The threat is the proposed federal budget passed by the US House of Representatives that reduces money for Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

HUD funding is slashed $769 million in the House’s bill. This would mean no new funds for housing the chronically homeless; the permanent loss of 40,000 housing vouchers; and drastic cuts in money to rehabilitate existing affordable rental housing. 

The Senate’s budget version, while not perfect, is better than the House effort. It avoids draconian reductions but fails to restore housing vouchers. 

Congress has not passed an acceptable HUD spending bill and is likely to punt by authorizing a short-term continuing resolution. 

When Congress returns in September, they should focus instead on approving a FY2015 HUD budget that restores lost housing vouchers and grows supportive housing. 

Will you make this important issue part of your campaign platform?

Join me/us in pressing Congress to increase funding so that we can continue to reduce homelessness.

Sincerely, 

