CRITERIA FOR RESIDENCY

Affordable Housing Portfolio

Housing Authority of Portland

As community partners committed to working together to end Chronic Homelessness, we are in agreement that the following principles will be used when considering Community Engagement Program (CEP) clients for placement into Housing Authority of Portland (HAP) Affordable Housing Portfolio.  These agreements are based on the understanding that CEP is organized for and committed to providing intensive case management for chronically homeless adults.  The following accommodations will be granted to CEP referrals without the need for individual requests:
· Income:  Accommodation will be made for zero income recipients of Shelter Plus Care or Section 8 assistance.  Other third party sources of income must have approved plan for self-sufficiency.

· Rental References:  Accommodation will be made for applicants with no or negative rental references such as prior evictions.  A positive professional reference from CEP may be used in lieu of standard references.

· Credit:  Applicants receiving Shelter Plus Care or Section 8 assistance shall not be denied based on credit.  Poor credit may lead to a larger deposit.  Accommodation may be made for persons enrolled in Money Management or Ready to Rent.  Accommodation may also be made for applicants following a budget set forth by CEP and agreed upon by HAP.

· Criminal Background:  Prior criminal activity will be taken into consideration in order to assess whether the applicant poses a threat to the apartment community’s staff and residents.  Accommodation will be made for applicants with histories of certain non-violent crimes when referred to properties with 24-hour presence.  This includes the following sites:  Peter Paulson, Helen Swindells, St. Francis.  The attached list will be used to determine eligibility based on the offense and when it occurred.

· Drugs and Alcohol:  Applicants and residents will comply with the drug and alcohol policies stated in the “ADDENDUM TO THE LEASE SHELTER PLUS CARE PROGRAM”.

Requests for reasonable accommodation or exceptions will be considered on a case by case basis.

