
Page 1 of 3 
 

 

NYSHealth & Robin Hood Help CSH Assess 
Supportive Housing Needs of 

New York’s Homeless Population 
 

For Immediate Release    Contact: Robert Friant 
April 29, 2015      robert.friant@csh.org 
        212-986-2966, ext. 245 
 

NEW YORK - CSH (Corporation for Supportive Housing) has been awarded 
$40,000 from the New York State Health Foundation (NYSHealth) and $25,000 
from the Robin Hood Foundation to conduct an assessment of homelessness and 
supportive housing need in up to seven geographic areas of New York State, 
including New York City. The goal is to better utilize existing local, State and 
national data to help decide how to efficiently allocate supportive housing resources 
to New Yorkers struggling with, or at risk of, homelessness. 

“Stable housing and strong social support services can have a tremendous impact on 
homeless individuals, helping them to lead healthier, safer, and more productive 
lives,” said James R. Knickman, President and CEO of NYSHealth. “We know that 
supportive housing results in improved health outcomes and decreased emergency 
room use for the homeless, which in turn also saves money in the long run. This 
project is an important step toward improving the integration of housing and health 
for some of our most vulnerable New Yorkers.”  

Supportive housing, which is affordable rental housing coupled with appropriate 
individual-based services, is an innovative and cost effective model of care designed 
to provide an integrated solution for housing, healthcare and other needs. 

“Robin Hood is the largest private funder of supportive housing in New York City 
and we are working to ensure that thousands of individuals and families have a safe 
place to call home,” said Sarah Oltmans, director for Robin Hood.   
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CSH will work with key stakeholders from New York State and City government to 
collect the appropriate data, develop common definitions, design a methodology on 
how to assess the need for supportive housing, and create a systematic approach to 
analyzing information. 

The data analyzed will provide a reliable foundation for State and local decision-
makers to make well-informed, needs-based decisions when determining funding 
allocations to end and prevent homelessness. 

The completed assessment will be a timely tool to help maximize the use of critical 
funding opportunities, including the New York Medicaid Redesign Team (MRT) 
Supportive Housing Initiative, and the next NY/NY agreement to create new units 
of supportive housing. 

CSH plans to disseminate a report of its findings in early Fall 2015.  

### 

ABOUT CSH 
For over 20 years, CSH has been the national champion for supportive housing, 
demonstrating its potential to improve the lives of very vulnerable individuals and 
families. CSH has earned an award-winning reputation as a highly effective, 
financially stable organization, with strong partnerships across government, 
community organizations, foundations, and financial institutions. CSH is advancing 
innovative solutions, using housing as a platform for services to improve lives, 
maximize public resources, and build healthy communities. CSH is working to 
assure housing solutions are accessible to more people in more places. www.csh.org  
 
ABOUT THE NEW YORK STATE HEALTH FOUNDATION 
The New York State Health Foundation (NYSHealth) is a private, statewide 
foundation dedicated to improving the health of all New Yorkers, especially the 
most vulnerable. Today, NYSHealth concentrates its work in three strategic priority 
areas: expanding health care coverage, building healthy communities, and 
advancing primary care. The Foundation is committed to making grants, informing 
health care policy and practice, spreading effective programs to improve the health 
system, serving as a neutral convener of health leaders across the State, and 
providing technical assistance to its grantees and partners. Learn more at 
www.nyshealthfoundation.org 
 
ABOUT ROBIN HOOD FOUNDATION 
Robin Hood is New York's largest poverty-fighting organization and focuses on 
finding, funding and creating programs and schools that generate meaningful 
results for families in New York's poorest neighborhoods.  Since 1988, Robin Hood 
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has raised more than $2 billion in dollars, goods and services for the most effective 
soup kitchens, homeless shelters, schools, job-training programs and other vital 
organizations that help New Yorkers build better lives.  In addition, Robin Hood's 
board of directors pays for all program evaluation, administrative and fundraising 
costs, and so 100% of your donation goes directly to organizations and those 
programs doing the most good. www.robinhood.org 


