
 

 
 

AMERICAN INDIAN COMMUNITIES AND PHILANTHROPY: 
EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES AND ENDING HOMELESSNESS 

 
Homelessness is a growing problem among American Indians, but supportive housing offers a 
solution that’s proven, successful, cost-effective and aligned with American Indian culture.  
 
Through the American Indian Supportive Housing Initiative, Corporation for Supportive Housing 
and Enterprise Community Partners teams up with the American Indian community to develop 
affordable housing linked to services to end homelessness on and off reservations. We blend 
tested supportive housing models with American Indian culture and traditional service approaches, 
and provide technical assistance, training and capacity building, expertise and resources, low-cost 
loans and grants, as well as advocacy and policy reform to help Indian communities create 
supportive housing. 
 
The initiative is a partnership between CSH, Enterprise Community Partners, Tribal Nations and 
American Indian nonprofit organizations that provides a solid foundation for philanthropy to engage 
and support American Indian communities. 
 
Connecting with the American Indian Community 
The American Indian Supportive Housing Initiative (AISHI) is based on building trustworthy and 
respectful relationships between American Indian communities, tribal governments, non-native 
organizations and government entities. We leverage mainstream funding with Indian-specific 
funding, opening new streams of investment for ending homelessness among Native Americans. 
We advance the position of American Indian housing as eligible, competitive projects for funding. 

 
Our work began in 2006 in Minnesota, where we partnered with Bois Forte Band of Chippewa, 
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, White Earth Band of 
Ojibwe and other tribes. Our work is guided by a Leadership Council, which includes elected tribal 
leaders, State tribal liaisons and urban Indian professionals.  Together, we have developed 15 
supportive housing programs for American Indians. We’ve led over 25 joint training sessions and 
presentations for tribal governments, tribal staff and American Indian organizations. We also 
brought together 6 bands, a state agency and a nonprofit to launch the first ever survey on 
reservation homelessness, which has resulted in $25 million leveraged for supportive housing by 
tribes and American Indian organizations in Minnesota.  
 



 

 

We are now expanding to work with Tribal Nations and American Indian organizations across the 
country, including the Dakotas, the Southwest and the Pacific Northwest, by growing a network of 
national and regional partners to champion supportive housing. We are providing technical 
assistance, offering trainings and facilitating peer-to-peer learning exchanges to help communities 
identify resources, build political, financial and community goodwill toward supportive housing; and 
continually cultivating relationships with non-native funders and government agencies. As we move 
forward, support from philanthropic resources will be critical to our success. 
 
Partnership Opportunities 
The American Indian Supportive Housing Initiative offers significant philanthropic opportunities to 
invest with Tribal Nations and American Indian nonprofits. As a funder in the initiative you will: 

• Collaborate with American Indian and community-based organizations to support severely 
under-served American Indian communities with supportive housing, a cost-effective and 
proven intervention. 

• Engage Tribal Nations and American Indian organizations to explore needs and opportunities 
to meet as well as engage groups in developing AISHI supportive housing projects. 

• Drive the creation of a national network of Tribal Nations and American Indian organizations 
engaged in supportive housing 

• Encourage greater public investment in American Indian communities, while leveraging 
existing Indian-specific investments.  

• Provide capacity-building grants to allow AISHI partners to develop concrete plans for 
supportive housing projects and to gain skills and knowledge necessary to succeed. 

• Support and partner with Tribal Nations on innovative programs and groundbreaking needs 
assessments regarding tribal homelessness. 

 
Partnership Outcomes 
With your support, the American Indian Supportive Housing Initiative can drive significant and 
concrete outcomes, including: 

• Preparing American Indian communities to submit applications for public and private financing 
for supportive housing.  

• Convene peer-to-peer learning visits to American Indian lead supportive housing 
developments and programs, resulting in new supportive housing projects in the pipeline and 
on the ground.  

• Provide predevelopment loans, funding new units in the AISHI development pipeline. 
• Increase capacity of Tribal Nations and organizations through grants tailored to grow 

organization and staff skills, with a focus on accessing mainstream service funding. 
• Spark public interest and investment, launching American Indian supportive housing projects 

across the country. 
• Contribute to reducing the amount of homelessness among American Indian people on and off 

tribal lands. 
 


