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IN THE NEWS: 

The Opioid Problem Won't Wait 
Blog post by Kana Enomoto, Principal Deputy Administrator, Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and Richard Frank, 
Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation at HHS 

The opioid problem won't wait. Seventy-eight people die every day in 
the United States from an opioid overdose. Nearly 2.2 million Americans 
struggle every day with an addiction to opioid pain medications or illegal 
opioids like heroin. Opioid addiction, also called opioid use disorder, is a 
complex disease associated with chronic drug use, high-risk behavior, 
and a host of other medical and behavioral complications. 

Recovery is possible. The good news is that we have treatments that 
we know are effective, using a combination of medication, counseling 
and other supports are known as medication assisted treatment (MAT). 
The more disappointing news is that more than half the people who could 
use treatment are not able to get it, in large part because they can't afford 
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it or can't find providers. We can do better and we must. 

READ MORE  

  

HHS and Increasing Access to Opioid Use 
Disorder Treatment Medication 
HHS is proposing a new rule to allow physicians to prescribe the opioid 
use disorder treatment medication buprenorphine to an increased 
number of patients. The proposed change is designed to strike a balance 
between expanding access to this important treatment, encouraging use 
of evidence-based medication-assisted treatment (MAT), and minimizing 
the risk of drug diversion. If adopted, the proposal would allow for a 
qualified and currently waivered physician to prescribe buprenorphine for 
up to 200 patients. HHS welcomes public comment on this proposed 
rule, which will be open for 60 days starting Wednesday, March 30, 2016. 

READ & COMMENT  

  
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Third Annual Recovery Jubilee Awards 
Dinner and Recovery Celebration 
Join the Aquila Recovery Foundation as they honor Michael Botticelli, 
Director of the Office of National Drug Policy, as the 2016 Honoree. 
Keynote Speaker will be Tara Conner, 2006 Miss USA, model, actress 
and national spokesperson for addiction recovery. 

LEARN MORE  
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RECOVERY SUPPORT RESOURCES: 

Peer Recovery (PR) Credential 
The Peer Recovery (PR) credential offered by the International 
Credentialing and Reciprocity Consortium (ICRC) is designed for 
individuals with personal, lived experience in their own recovery from 
addiction, mental illness, or co-occurring substance and mental 
disorders. 

Nationally Certified Peer Recovery Support Specialist 
(NCPRSS) 
Peer Recovery Support Specialists are individuals who are in recovery 
from substance use or co-occurring mental health disorders. Their life 
experiences and recovery allow them to provide recovery support in such 
way that others can benefit from their experiences. The purpose of the 
National experiential-based Peer Recovery Support Specialist Credential, 
offered by the Association for Addiction Professionals (NADAAC), is to 
standardize the knowledge and competency of peer support to 
individuals with substance use and co-occurring mental health disorders. 

Supportive Housing Improves Addiction Recovery 
In December 2015, the Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH) 
released a paper on supportive housing as a component of a strategy to 
manage the heroin crisis for the chronically homeless. CSH estimates 
there is a need for over 30,000 new supportive housing units across New 
York State to reverse the ever-increasing numbers of people 
experiencing homelessness. About 35-40% of chronically homeless 
people suffer from severe substance use disorders. 
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