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Nationally Recognized Physician of the Homeless, Dr. Jim O’Connell,  

Named to CSH Board of Directors 

Thursday, December 18, 2014 

Media Contact:  
Robert Friant 
1-212-986-2966, x245 
robert.friant@csh.org 
 
NEW YORK, NY. – CSH, a national nonprofit, has announced the appointment of Dr. Jim 
O’Connell to its Board of Directors. The term of service, which begins immediately, is for 
three years. 

For over 20 years, CSH has demonstrated how supportive housing improves the lives of 
individuals and families, and builds stronger communities. Supportive housing uses 
affordable housing as a platform to create stability so that individuals or families can access 
and pursue the array of community services they need to transform their lives and move 
forward. 

“Dr. Jim O’Connell is a visionary who has walked the walk by helping countless amongst the 
homeless people of Boston with his compassion and expert medical care,” said Deborah De 
Santis, President and CEO of CSH. “We are so fortunate to have him join our Board because 
he has singlehandedly demonstrated why housing people is so vital to our efforts to improve 
health outcomes in this country, and how one person can make such a remarkable difference 
in the lives of others.” 

About Dr. Jim O’Connell  

Dr. O’Connell graduated summa cum laude from the University of Notre Dame in 1970 
and received his Master’s degree in theology from Cambridge University in 1972. After 
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graduating from Harvard Medical School in 1982, he completed a residency in Internal 
Medicine at Massachusetts General Hospital. In 1985, Dr. O’Connell began fulltime clinical 
work with homeless individuals as the founding physician of the Boston Health Care for the 
Homeless Program, which now serves over 12,000 homeless persons each year in two 
hospital-based clinics (Boston Medical Center and MGH) and in more than 70 shelters and 
outreach sites in Boston. With his colleagues, Dr. O’Connell established the nation’s first 
medical respite program for homeless persons in September 1985 with 25 beds in the 
Lemuel Shattuck Shelter. This innovative program now provides acute and sub-acute, pre- 
and post-operative, and palliative and end-of-life care in BHCHP’s free-standing 104-bed 
Barbara McInnis House. Working with the Massachusetts General Hospital Laboratory of 
Computer Science, Dr. O’Connell designed and implemented the nation’s first 
computerized medical record for a homeless program in 1995. From 1989 until 1996, Dr. 
O’Connell served as the National Program Director of the Homeless Families Program of 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. Dr. O’Connell is the editor of The Health Care of Homeless Persons: A 
Manual of Communicable Diseases in Shelters and on the Streets. His articles have appeared 
in the New England Journal of Medicine, the Journal of the American Medical Association, 
Circulation, the American Journal of Public Health, the Journal of Clinical Ethics, and 
several other medical journals. Dr. O’Connell has been featured on ABC’s Nightline and in 
a feature-length documentary entitled “Give Me a Shot of Anything.” He has received 
numerous awards, including the Albert Schweitzer Humanitarian Award in 2012 and The 
Trustees’ Medal at the bicentennial celebration of Massachusetts General Hospital in 2011. 
Dr. O’Connell is president of BHCHP and an assistant professor of medicine at Harvard 
Medical School. 

About CSH 

CSH has led the supportive housing movement for over 20 years, demonstrating its 
potential to improve the lives of very vulnerable individuals and families. CSH has earned a 
sterling reputation as a highly effective, financially stable organization, with strong 
partnerships across government, community organizations, foundations, and financial 
institutions. CSH is advancing innovative solutions that use housing as a platform for services 
to improve lives, maximize public resources, and build healthy communities. We are 
working to assure that housing solutions are accessible to more people in more places. 
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