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Join CSH & our partners - Contact Illinois Governor Bruce 
Rauner today, urge him to embrace a State Budget that ends 
and prevents homelessness. 

Is this email not displaying correctly? 
View it in your browser.  
 
September 10, 2015 

 

 

The Results Are In: 
IL State Budget Impasse Hurting Those Facing 

Homelessness 
  

"We need a responsible budget now. Elected officials, Governor Rauner and others, must stop 

using children and families as bargaining chips to address non-budget demands,” said Bob 

Palmer, Policy Director for Housing Action Illinois. “We call on Governor Rauner and 

members of the General Assembly to focus all their energy on resolving the impasse and agree 

to a budget with adequate revenue to fund services as passed by the General Assembly in 

May."  

 Advocates Call for a Responsible Budget with Adequate Revenue 

A survey of state-funded homeless service providers released today found that the state budget impasse 

has forced, or will soon force, almost all of these nonprofit agencies—90%—to deny assistance to 

people at-risk of or experiencing homelessness. Agencies are having to deny assistance by taking one or 

more of the following actions: limiting intake of new clients; reducing or eliminating services for 

current clients; staff layoffs, implementing furlough days or reduced work hours for staff; eliminating 

programs; and/or closing sites. 

Detailed survey results on the impact of the budget impasse are in the following table: 

 

http://www.illinois.gov/gov/contactus/Pages/default.aspx
http://us1.campaign-archive1.com/?u=d477f3e2e075003c9d2f335a3&id=e0a7acc0df&e=%5bUNIQID%5d
http://www.illinois.gov/gov/contactus/Pages/default.aspx
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=IfgPgADpctNXERCWRjHBcSMgjTMVV2tm
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The state budget impasse has resulted in homeless service providers not receiving any state funding 

since July 1, 2015 for several key programs, including Emergency and Transitional Housing, 

Homelessness Prevention, Homeless Youth and Supportive Housing Services. 

"One of our adolescent substance abuse treatment programs has closed, impacting 90 youth. If the 

budget impasse is not resolved in September, we will have to eliminate our host home and shelter 

services for runaway and homeless youth who are seeking a safe and better future away from 

violence in their homes and on the streets,” said Rick Velasquez, Executive Director of Youth 

Outreach Services in Chicago. 

“We provide services to over 800 people a year, including a 24-hour domestic violence shelter, 

emergency shelter and transitional housing. On average, we have 60 women and children in shelter 

at any time. Payroll alone is over $40,000 every two weeks. We had cash reserves but they are gone. 

We have the cash on hand to make one more payroll in September. And then we don't know what 

we'll do. If we lay off staff, then we put our federal funding at risk,” said Isak Griffiths, Executive 

Director for Courage Connection, which serves Champaign-Urbana and the surrounding area. 

 

The survey was conducted between August 14, 2015 and September 2, 2015. In addition to CSH, the 
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advocacy organizations that developed the survey were the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, 

Housing Action Illinois and Supportive Housing Providers Association. One hundred and one homeless 

service providers responded—agencies large and small, from urban, suburban and rural communities. 

The entire report is available by clicking here.  

Click here for a list of local contacts. 

Click here for a link to this press release. 

 

For more information contact: Bob Palmer, Policy Director, Housing Action Illinois at 312-282-3959 

(cell) or bob@housingactionil.org 

  

 

http://housingactionil.org/downloads/State_Budget_Homeless_Service_Provider_Report.pdf
http://www.csh.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/State-Budget-Homeless-Service-Provider-Report.pdf
http://www.csh.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/State-Budget-Homeless-Service-Provider-Press-Release.pdf
mailto:bob@housingactionil.org

