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Uncertainty around state’s supportive housing plan 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo curried favor with advocates for the homeless in January when he pledged to 
create 20,000 new supportive-housing units, which are heavily-subsidized apartments bolstered with 
social services. But there is now impatience for more information about the program. Advocates want to 
know how the first batch of 6,000 units will be funded, and what groups will be eligible to move in. In 
the past, those details were included in the agreements developed collaboratively between the city and 
state. This time, Mayor Bill de Blasio created his own task force to hammer out the details of the city’s 
$2.6 billion plan to create 15,000 supportive-housing units in 15 years. So far, Cuomo has been working 
out his side of the deal behind closed doors. In the fiscal 2017 budget, much of the funding for the first 
6,000 supportive-housing units was lumped into a nearly $2 billion budget line that also includes other 
types of affordable housing. The details on how that money will be spent will be released in a 
memorandum of understanding between the governor and legislature, housing advocates were told. 
Once the state reveals which agencies are appropriating the funds, it will hopefully become clear which 
populations are being prioritized for the apartments, said Kristin Miller, director of the New York office 
of the Corporation for Supportive Housing. "The issue remains a priority of the governor in the 
remaining weeks of the legislative session," said an official in the state Division of the Budget. The 
details may also be included in a broader housing plan the governor is slated to release. 
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